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Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease is expected to be the third commonest cause of death
by 2020. Furthermore, COPD has been recognized as being the twelfth greatest cause of
chronic morbidity, with a predicted increase to become the fourth most important disability-
producing illness by 2020.  Smoking is the primary risk factor for the development of COPD.
How tobacco leads to COPD is not completely clear but a number of mechanisms are being
elucidated, including the impact of tobacco on oxidative biology, immune function and alveolar
destruction, which will be discussed.


